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Classic British Car 
Electrical Systems

First things first: no, the author 
is not that Rick Astley. And 
apologies for the ear-worm I’ve 
just planted in your head. ‘Our’ 
Rick is a professional electrical 
engineer and this softback is an 
absolute must for anyone who 
wants to understand the black 
art of automotive electrics.  
It covers the ‘classic’ period of 
1950-80, which means that, say, 
vintage magnetos aren’t part of 
its remit – but otherwise it’s 
extremely thorough, clearly 
written and brilliantly 
illustrated. Buy a copy and 
you’ll think: I’m never gonna 
give you up… Sorry. MD

Motorsport is dangerous.  
It’s a fact that we often forget in 
modern racing, because fatal 
and life-changing accidents are 
far less common than they were 
even ten years ago. That’s 
thanks to medical experts such 
as author Dr Stephen Olvey, 
who transformed the sport. 
This fascinating book, telling 
some of the most important 
stories from his career working 
in the USA, is filled with 
heartbreak, relief, dry humour 
and graphic detail. Although 
first published in 2006, this 
third edition has been updated 
to coincide with a documentary 
of the same name. MH

RICK ASTLEY, Veloce, 
£40, ISBN 978 1 845849 48 1

Australia may not be the first 
country that springs to mind 
when you think of vintage 
Bentleys, but this linchpin  
of the British Empire – in the 
late 19th Century, its sheep 
stations fed British cloth 
mills’ insatiable appetite for 
wool – has links with Bentley 

that predate the cars themselves. WO’s mother was 
born in Adelaide, and the funding for WO’s and his 
brother HM’s first venture into the car business in 
1912 came from her family, the Waterhouses (who 
had emigrated from Yorkshire in 1840).

It was the vast fortunes amassed by some of these 
early pioneers that led to a number of quality car 
marques being imported into Australia early on. 
Vintage Bentleys were particularly suited to the 
continent’s vast distances and often-poor road 
conditions, and the strong cultural and emotional 
ties with the ‘Mother Country’ meant that a fair 
number ended up there in the inter-war period – 
even if, as a correspondent sniffed in 
the March 1926 edition of The Motor, 
‘We know of cars like the Bentley, 
Rolls-Royce and Lanchester small six. 
The price of them will buy a Ford with 
a good farm in addition.’

The upsurge of interest in vintage 
cars after World War Two saw the 
formation of the Bentley Drivers Club 
of Australia in 1956 (an independent 
club, not a branch of the UK-based 
BDC) and this beautiful, large-format 
book is the result of several years of 
work by club members. Limited to 600 

copies, it’s as much a club history as one about the 
cars themselves. So, if that means there are a few 
more pictures of people posing with their cars or 
being awarded trophies than a non-member might 
prefer – well, tough. It’s their book, after all!

The upside of this emphasis on people and 
personalities is that there are some great stories of 
Bentley ownership here, such as one family’s life 
with a 3 Litre Weymann saloon from 1936 to 1998 
(Life With ‘Benny’, in the spread above): a classic 
tale of a tired old daily-driver that survived to 
become a restored classic. The 1920s photos of 
Bentleys tackling the Outback are inspiring, too;  
it’s just a shame there aren’t more of them.

Researched with the help of noted Bentley 
historian Clare Hay, this magnificent book runs to 
over 400 pages, a good 170 of which are devoted to 
histories of every known Australian vintage Bentley 
(as shown below). There are also details of a few cars 
that have disappeared. It’s fascinating to speculate 
whether, in such a vast, relatively empty country, 
one or two might yet come to light again. MD
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